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FIG. 9A 



ENCRYPT AND PREPARE A PROGRAM AND A SET OF n COMMERCIALS 
FOR TRANSMISSION TO A PLURALITY OF USER UNITS 



310, 



ENCRYPT METADATA, ASSOCIATE THE METADATA WITH THE 
PROGRAM AND THE COMMERCIALS, AND TRANSMIT 
THE PROGRAM, THE SET OF n COMMERCIALS, AND THE METADATA 
IN A BROADCAST DIGITAL STREAM 




PLAY COMMERCIAL 
WITHOUT DELAY 



STORE COMMERCIAL 



NO 



I=n 



YES 
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FIG. 9B 

FROM A IN FIG. 9A 



RETRIEVE, DECRYPT, AND DISPLAY 
THE PROGRAM 



DISPLAY WITHOUT DELAY COMMERCIALS WHOSE DISPLAY CANNOT BE 
DELAYED AT SUITABLE COMMERCIAL BREAKS IN THE PROGRAM 



SELECT A STORED COMMERCIAL AND A TIME FRAME DURING WHICH TO 
DISPLAY THE COMMERCIAL 




DELAY DISPLAYING OF THE COMMERCIAL 




DISPLAY THE ALTERNATIVE COMMERCIAL 
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FIG. 9C 



FROM B IN FIG. 9B FROM C IN FIG. 9B 




THE USER PURCHASES THE 
ITEM FROM THE LEADING VENDOR 
OR FROM A VENDOR OTHER THAN THE LEADING 
VENDOR FROM AMONG THE PLURALITY OF VENDORS 




COMPENSATE THE LEADING VENDOR 



510 p> j ^ 

THE USER DECIDES TO TRANSMIT A RECOMMENDATION OF 
THE PROGRAM OR A COMMERCIAL TO A REMOTE USER 
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FIG. 9D 

FROM D IN FIG. 9C 



THE USER OPENS AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE FORM ON THE TELEVISION 



530^ 



THE USER FILLS IN THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE FORM WITH AT LEAST 
IDENTIFICATION DETAILS OF THE REMOTE USER TO FORM A 
RECOMMENDATION MESSAGE 



THE USER TRANSMITS THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE FORM TO THE HEADEND 
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PROCESS THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE FORM AT THE HEADEND 







570- 




AN ERROR 
MESSAGE IS 
TRANSMITTED 
TO THE USER 



FORWARD THE RECOMMENDATION MESSAGE 
TO THE REMOTE USER 



590 j> 

THE USER DECIDES TO TRANSMIT AN ADVERTISEMENT 
MESSAGE TO A TARGETED AUDIENCE 
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FIG. 9E 



FROM E IN FIG. 9D 





THE USER CREATES AN ADVERTISEMENT MESSAGE 
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THE USER ASSOCIATES THE ADVERTISEMENT MESSAGE 
WITH PARAMETERS DETERMINING THE TARGETED AUDIENCE 
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THE USER TRANSMITS THE ADVERTISEMENT MESSAGE ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE PARAMETERS DETERMINING THE TARGETED AUDIENCE TO THE HEADEND 


630 ? 







PROCESS THE ADVERTISEMENT MESSAGE AND THE PARAMETERS 
DETERMINING THE TARGETED AUDIENCE AT THE HEADEND TO CREATE 
AN ADVERTISEMENT TRANSMISSION PROGRAM 



640 



BROADCAST THE ADVERTISEMENT TRANSMISSION PROGRAM TO 
THE TARGETED AUDIENCE IN DUE TIME 



